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Key question:

How do we measure the efficacy of behavioral steering 
interventions? 

Generalization to 
open generation

Consistency and 
confidence

Comparison across 
behaviors

Previous metrics overlook:

Behavioral steering is qualitative
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Figure 4 from Steering llama 2 via contrastive activation addition

Current evaluation metrics may not generalize



Simulates 
open-ended
generation

Considers 
confidence

Works for any 
behavior

An attempt at a benchmark that addresses these concerns



Figure 2 from Towards Reliable Evaluation of Behavior Steering Interventions in LLMs

With our benchmark intervention brittleness is clear



● Behavioral steering benchmarks should: 
○ Simulate open-ended generation 
○ Consider confidence in steered behavior
○ Allow for comparisons across behaviors
○ Include baseline comparisons*

● We propose a new benchmark 
● We use it to show intervention brittleness
● Excited to see work that increases steering 

robustness!

Conclusion


